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We are a loving, supportive, and vibrant Catholic
community committed to being a welcoming parish family
by spreading the Love of Jesus Christ throughout our
community and into the world.
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LIFE MESSAGES FROM TODAYS GOSPEL
1. “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s”: How? Like it or not, it’s a reality that our ancestors created the kind of government
that relies on a portion of its citizens’ income to function. Hence, it is the duty of Christians to pay for the services and the
privileges that government provides –- like paved roads, police and fire departments, schools and other necessities. If
we refuse to pay taxes, how will these needs be fulfilled?
2. Another way of “giving to Caesar what is Caesar’s” is to participate actively in the running of the government - electing
the most suitable candidates, and influencing them through frequent contacts, feeding them with good ideas and our
wisdom.
3. We must also submit to the civil authorities and respect the laws of our country in order to live in peace. As loyal
citizens, we have to see to it that our elected representatives are faithful in maintaining law and order in the country and in
promoting the welfare of its citizens. When the state oversteps the mark and puts itself in the place of God, Christians are
- as a last resort - absolved from obedience to this unjust government. We must give to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s and not the things that are God’s.
4. We need to “give to God what is God’s”: How? Since God is the source of every good thing, we must give ourselves to
Him one hundred percent, not just 10% on Sundays. We should be generous in fulfilling our Sunday obligations. We
need to find time every day for prayer and worship in the family, for reading the Bible, and for the proper training of our
children in Faith and morals. St. Augustine teaches that when we truly succeed in “giving to God what is God’s,” we are
“doing justice to God.” This requires that we return to God - with dividends - that which God has entrusted to us,
remembering that we are just managers of God’s gifts.
5. Every year, we are invited to make the stewardship pledge of our financial offering to the local Church for the coming
year. Our contribution to the parish Church should be an expression of our gratitude to God, giving back to God from all
that he has given us. This will help us manage the powerful influence of materialism in our lives and enable the Church to
do God’s work. Our cash offerings signify our commitment to the ministries of the Gospel, which are the activities of the
Risen Lord! Every contribution empowers the ministry. Every dollar touches a human life and brings it closer to
God. Every contribution is transformed into love for someone else and for ourselves. Active participation in the various
ministries of the parish is also an offering to God of our time and talents. All these are ways of giving our whole selves to
God – that which is His due.
As we see in king Cyrus, who was not even counted among the Israelites, yet, highly regarded and praised for his actions
- his righteousness and justice as a just ruler and liberator for many people, including the people of Israel. All of us are
called to follow in his examples, to follow the path of God, all the more that since we know of His truth and teachings, we
are expected to obey Him and to show our faith through our actions, at each and every moments of our lives.
May God bless us all and help us in our Struggle…..Amen.
In Christ,
Father Macdonald Akuti

