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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND SOUP SUPPER - Join us on Fridays during this
Lenten season. The Stations of the Cross begin at 5:15 pm and soup is served
beginning about 5:45 pm. As Catholics, we honor the seasons of our faith and Lent is a
season of reflection, fasting, penance, and almsgiving. We encourage all families to
attend together so that we all can encourage our children in the practice of the faith.
Teenagers, junior high and grade school students - adults, seniors, and super seniors!
Everyone is welcome. Let's make this season of Lent the best ever.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS: At St. Mary by the Sea, we treasure our children. We
warmly welcome each and every one of them, and we are so grateful to the adults that
brought them here. Please feel at home here, and be assured that we love to hear them
rustling about and keeping busy during Mass. We have a Children’s Corner in the Parish
Hall with lots of toys and books for your children to play with while you enjoy cakes and
coffee during the 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month after each of the Masses. Please come
over and be a part of our family community. We are also planning on starting a Sunday
School during the 10:30 mass using Children’s Liturgy of the Word. More details,
including start date, to follow soon.

PARISH RETREAT: On Saturday morning, March 16, we are planning a parish retreat.
Dr. Ryan Mainard will again be joining us to lead a discussion, "God alone

suffices." How do we trust in God in such a chaotic world? Where can we find the
peace that lasts? Please mark your calendars now for Saturday morning, beginning
with Mass at 8:00 followed by the retreat at 8:30 in the parish hall. More information will
follow as we approach March 16". Please plan to bring your family to this enriching
event for Lent.

GRIEF SHARE: Once again Grief Share support group weekly sessions will begin on
Friday March 8, and run through May 315 from 3pm until 5pm. They will be held in the
parish office meeting area. You may join at any time. Information cards and brochures
are located in the Vestibule. Please register online.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED: If gardening is one of your pleasures in life, we are looking for
someone who is willing to take over the maintenance and care of our church flowers and

greenery. Let Doris in the office know if you are interested
in helping. WEEKLY O_FFERINGS
Offertory Collection $1,503.50
CAMP HOWARD: Looking for a summer of great memories| Needy $25.00
and outdoorsy fun? Come enjoy a week at Camp Howard Maintenance/Building  $20.00
this summer! Open for ages 6-14! Registration is now open | Votive $3.00
For more information go to cyocamphoward.org. They are | Flowers $25.00
also looking lifeguards, cabin or relief counselors, program | Hospitality $5.00
staff, and dishwashers and kitchen assistants. If you want | Winter Survival $1,000.00
to apply - go to cyocamphoward.org/jobs Ash Wednesday $545.00

REFLECTION FROM FATHER AKUTI

In the second reading, St. Paul speaks about the Mount Calvary transfiguration
of Jesus, the only begotten Son of God when instead of saving him from death as He
spared Isaac, God the Father permitted Jesus to die a shameful death by crucifixion,
suffering horrible pain and humiliation. In other words, God showed His love for us by
allowing the transformation of the glorious preaching and healing ministry of His Son
to a tragic end, — proving that God’s love has no limits.

Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 116) speaks of God’s distress at the death of
anyone. “Too costly in the eyes of the LORD is the death of His faithful.”

The primary purpose of Jesus’ Transfiguration was to allow him to consult his
Heavenly Father and ascertain His plan for His Son’s suffering, death, and
Resurrection. God’s secondary aim was to make Jesus’ chosen disciples aware of
Jesus’ Divine glory, so that they might discard their worldly ambitions and dreams of a
conquering political Messiah and might be strengthened in their time of trial. A third
aim was to give Jesus the conviction that he will continue to be the Son of God, his
loving Father, even during his suffering and death. Finally, by describing the
theophany of Jesus’ Transfiguration, the Gospel gives us a glimpse of the Heavenly
glory awaiting those who do God’s will by putting their trusting Faith in Him.

SOME TAKEAWAYS.

(1) Every sacrament we receive transforms our lives: Baptism, for example,
transforms us into children of God and heirs of heaven while Confirmation transforms
us into brave witnesses of and warriors for Christ and Reconciliation transforms
sinners into saints.

(2) The “transfiguration” in the Holy Mass is the Source of our strength: In
each Holy Mass, the bread and wine we offer on the altar are transformed into the
crucified and risen, living body and blood of Jesus by transubstantiation. Just as
Jesus’ transfiguration strengthened the apostles in their time of trial, each holy Mass
should be our Source of Heavenly strength against temptations, and our renewal
during Lent. In addition, our Holy Communion with the living Jesus should be the
Source of our daily “transfiguration,” transforming our minds and hearts so that we
may do more good by humble and selfless service to others.

(3) Christ’s Transfiguration gives us the message of encouragement and
hope: In moments of doubt and during our dark moments of despair and
hopelessness, pain and suffering, the thought of our future transformation in Heaven
will help us to reach out to God and to listen to His consoling words: “This is my
beloved son.” Let us offer our Lenten sacrifices to our Lord so that, through these
practices of Lent and through the acceptance of our daily crosses, we may grow closer
to Jesus in his suffering, may share in the carrying of his cross, and finally may share
the glory of his “transfiguration,” namely, his Resurrection.




