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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
PARISH RETREAT: Next Saturday morning, March 16, we are planning a parish
retreat. Dr. Ryan Mainard will be joining us to lead a discussion, "God alone suffices.”
How do we trust in God in such a chaotic world? Where can we find the peace that
lasts? We will begin with Mass at 8:00 followed by the retreat at 8:30 in the parish
hall. Please plan to bring your family to this enriching event for Lent.

ROCKAWAY LIONS ST. PADDYS DAY DINNER:
Sunday March 17" from 1-5pm Corned Beef and Cabbage with carrots, potatoes, soda
bread and dessert. You may dine in or take-out — suggested donation is $15

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND SOUP SUPPER - Join us on Fridays during this
Lenten season. The Stations of the Cross begin at 5:15 pm and soup is served
beginning about 5:45 pm. As Catholics, we honor the seasons of our faith and Lent is a
season of reflection, fasting, penance, and almsgiving. We encourage all families to
attend together so that we all can encourage our children in the practice of the faith.
Teenagers, junior high and grade school students - adults, seniors, and super seniors!
Everyone is welcome. Let's make this season of Lent the best ever.

RECONCILIATION SERVICE will be held on Saturday March 23 from 10-Noon. There
will be no Confession at 4pm on that day.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS: At St. Mary by the Sea, we treasure our children. We
warmly welcome each and every one of them, and we are so grateful to the adults that
brought them here. Please feel at home here, and be assured that we love to hear them
rustling about and keeping busy during Mass. We have a Children’s Corner in the Parish
Hall with lots of toys and books for your children to play with while you enjoy cakes and
coffee during the 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month after each of the Masses. Please come
over and be a part of our family community. We are also planning on starting a Sunday
School during the 10:30 mass using Children’s Liturgy of the Word. More details,
including start date, to follow soon.

GRIEF SHARE: Once again Grief Share support group weekly sessions will begin on
Friday March 8, and run through May 315 from 3pm until 5pm. They will be held in the
Parish Hall while the 15t Communion Class is meeting in the office. You may join at any
time. Information cards and brochures are located in the Vestibule. Please register
online.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED: If gardening is one of your pleasures in life, we are looking for
someone who is willing to take over the maintenance and care of our church flowers and
greenery. Let Doris in the office know if you are interested in helping.

CAMP HOWARD: Looking for a summer of great memories and outdoorsy fun? Come
enjoy a week at Camp Howard this summer! Open for ages 6-14! Registration is now
open. For more information go to cyocamphoward.org. They are also looking
lifeguards, cabin or relief counselors, program staff, and dishwashers and kitchen
assistants. If you want to apply - go to cyocamphoward.org/jobs

REFLECTION FROM FATHER AKUTI

In the first reading, taken from the Second Book of Chronicles, we see the compassion
and patience of God. God chose Cyrus the Great, a pagan conqueror, to become the
instrument of His mercy to, and salvation of, His chosen people exiled in Babylon.

In today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 137), the Psalmist voices the pain of exile the
captives of Judah suffered. In the second reading, Paul tells us that God is so rich in mercy
that He has granted us eternal salvation and eternal life as a free gift through Christ Jesus.

In today’s Gospel Jesus, the Son of God, becomes the agent of God’s salvation, not
just for one sinful nation but for the sinfulness of the whole world. Through John 3:16, the
Gospel teaches us that God has expressed His love, mercy, and compassion for us by giving
His Only Son for our salvation. Nicodemus, the wealthy Pharisee and member of the
Sanhedrin, meets Jesus by night and begins a long religious discussion. Jesus explains to
him that he must believe Jesus’ words because Jesus is the Son of God. Then, by referring
to the story of Moses and the bronze serpent (Nm 21:1-9), Jesus further explains God’s plan
of salvation. Just as God saved the victims of serpent bite from death through the bronze
serpent, He is going to save mankind from its sins by permitting the crucifixion and death of
His Son Jesus, because the love of God for mankind is that great.

TAKEAWAYS

1) We need to love the cross, the symbol of God’s forgiving and merciful love: As
a Clear reminder not only of God’s love and mercy, but also of the price of our salvation, the
crucifix invites us to more than simple generosity and compassion. It inspires us to remove
the suffering of other people’s misery. It encourages us to feel deep sorrow for another’s
suffering, and also to try our best to remove that suffering. Hence, let us love the cross, wear
its image, and carry our own daily cross with joy, while helping other to carry their heavier

Crosses.

2) We need to reciprocate God’s love by loving Him in others. God’s love is
unconditional, universal, forgiving, and merciful. Let us try to make an earnest attempt to
include these qualities in sharing our love with others during Lent.

3) Our rebirth by water and the Spirit must be an ongoing process. That is, we
must lead a life of repentance and conversion which will bring us, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living within us, to an ongoing renewal of life through prayer, adoration, Bible reading,
frequenting the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist, and doing corporal and

spiritual works of mercy.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF ROZINA AGBUA,

In memory of Fr. Akuti’s mother, we set up a Fund to
support the high school aged students who are attending
the Moroto Minor Seminary in Uganda. Your donation
will pay all the student fees to take the required national
test to continue their education. All donations can be put
in the regular collection or sent to the office. We have
already raised $3,986 and our goal each year is to send
$6000 by April 15 to pay the testing fees.

Thank you for your donation.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Offertory Collection $4,035.00

Needy $53.00
Maintenance/Building $600.00
Votive $10.00
Flowers $25.00
Hospitality $7.00
Winter Survival $00.00




